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SHRI SREEJESH P. R.

Shri Sreejesh P. R. is the former Indian Hockey Goalkeeper and the current
Coach of the Junior Indian Hockey team. Sreejesh is widely known for the double
Olympic Bronze medals and being the only Hockey Goalkeeper in the world to win the
prestigious FIH Goalkeeper of the Year thrice over the course of a 22-year playing
career. He was one of the key members in the resurgence of modern hockey in India,
popularly known as The Wall.

2. Born on 8" May, 1988 in Kizhakkambalam village, Ernakulam district, Kerala, to
a family of farmers, Shri Sreejesh began playing hockey at the age of 12 when he joined
the GV Raja Sports School in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. He first appeared on the
national stage at the Nehru Cup. He made his debut for the junior national team in
2004 and for the senior team in 2006 as a teenager at the South Asian Games in
Colombo. He was part of the 2008 Junior Asia Cup-winning team and was awarded the
'Best Goalkeeper of the Tournament.' Since then, he has featured in almost all major
tournaments: four Olympic Games (2012, 2016, 2020 and 2024), four World Cups
(2010, 2014, 2018, and 2023), three Commonwealth Games (2014, 2018, and 2022),
and three Asian Games (2014,2018, and 2022).

& Shri Sreejesh has been part of several memorable moments for India, including
the bronze medal in Jakarta- Palembang, the joint-winning team of the Asian
Champions Trophy in 2018, the gold medal winning team of the 2019 FIH Men's Series
Finals in Bhubaneswar, the silver medal-winning team at the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games, and many more.

4. A veteran of three Olympic Games, Commonwealth Games and World Cups, Shri
Sreejesh played in his fourth Olympic Games in 2024. The 36-year-old goalie, he led the
Indian hockey team to the quarterfinals at the 2016 Olympics in Rio and was one of the
main architects of India's historic double Bronze medal wins at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games and the Paris Games 2024.

S Shri Sreejesh has won many accolades. He received the Arjuna Award in 2015;
Padma Shri in 2017; Major Dhyanchand Khel Ratna in 2021; FIH Goalkeeper of the
Year in 2021, 2022 and 2024. He also received the World Games Athlete of the Year in
2024.
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